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JAMES LAUBE’'S RECOMMENDED CALIFORNIA CABERNETS

Nearly 575 wines were reviewed for this report. An alphabetical list begins on page 79 and is available at www.winespectator.com/111510.

WineSpectator.com members can access complete reviews for all wines tasted using the online Wine Ratings search.
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WINE SCORE PRICE WINE SCORE PRICE
DANA Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford Helms Vineyard 2007 96 $275 PEDEMONTE Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford 2007 92 $26
Slow to unfold, but once it does this reveals a complex mix of dried Offers a pleasantly earthy, tobacco-laced mix of dried currant, sage,
currant, black licorice, blackberry, sage and mineral. espresso, plum and black licorice flavors.
HARLAN ESTATE Napa Valley 2007 96 $500 PROVENANCE Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford 2007 91 $42
Intense and a bit rustic, with loamy earth, dried currant, black licorice, Aromas of fresh earth and mineral are taut and firm on the palate,
mocha, roasted herb, porcini and toasty oak. with notes of dried currant, sage, cedar and crushed rock.
JOSEPH PHELPS Cabernet Sauvignon Oakville Backus 2007 96 $250 SODARO Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Felicity 2006 91 $40
A stylish, elegant youngster, with vivid mocha-covered raspberry, Coffee, herb, sage, mineral and cedar notes are joined by ripe currant
blackberry and licorice flavors. Tight and focused. and berry flavors that are elegant and stylish.
JOSEPH PHELPS Insignia Napa Valley 2007 96 $225 GALLO FAMILY Cabernet Sauvignon Dry Creek Valley 90 $35
Massive yet well-proportioned, with graphite, dried currant, berry, Frei Ranch Vineyard 2007
black tea and forest floor flavors. Cabernet Sauvignon blend. This is marked by a rich, focused mix of dark berry fruits, showing
notes of blackberry, wild berry, plum and cedar.
RAMEY Cabernet Sa_uvlgnon Oakville 96 $150
Pedregal Vineyard 2007 CAMERON HUGHES Cabernet Sauvignon Red Hills 89 $12
Ripe and powerful, rich and chewy, with a dense core of loamy earth, Lake County Lot 168 2006
caraway, dried currant, savory herb and mineral notes. Combines ripe, rich flavors with finesse and grace, offering spicy red
currant, black licorice, creamy oak and spice.
SCHRADER CELLARS Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford 96 $300
Glll Beckstoffer Georges lll Vineyard 2007 B.R. COHN Cabernet Sauvignon North Coast Silver Label 2007 88 $20
Broad, rich and layered, with creamy oak woven in with ripe currant Trim, elegant and focused, with spice, dill, cedar, black cherry and
and blackberry fruit. Full-blown and persistent. plum flavors. Ends with delicate fruit and cedar notes.
STAGLIN INEO Napa Valley 2007 96 $250 MARTIN RAY Cabernet Sauvignon Napa-Mendocino-Sonoma 88 $20
An elegant style, with complex aromatics of ripe plum, blackberry, Counties 2007
flowers, mocha and espresso. Cabernet Sauvignon blend. Appealingly pure, ripe plum, blackberry and black cherry fruit is
supple, balanced and persistent, ending with cedary notes.
VENGE Cabernet Sauvignon Oakville Family Reserve 2007 96 $125
A big, ripe style that's rough-hewn and chunky, yet deep and concen- ROOTS RUN DEEP Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 88 $20
trated, with plum, cherry, red licorice and mineral notes. Educated Guess 2007
Intense and firm, with a wild edge to the berry, herb, sage and cedar
TO P VA LU ES notes. Elegant, balanced and complex.
WINE SCORE PRICE RODNEY STRONG Cabernet Sauvignon 88 $22
Alexander Valley 2007
COHO Headwaters Napa Valley 2007 95 $40 . . .
Firm, rich, vibrant and focused, with a taut band of dried currant, F'nr:j" E;"?i”“;'f% w;t?hai?maslﬁi sweeté ripe black cherry, currant
mineral, plum and spice. Cabernet Sauvignon blend. BOC I, £ SOUC ETROILUMES WEN-TOCUSEC.
HALL Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2006 Ba 3o || A EEARS Caberoet Snumionen liewa iy Sewn Mimer 2007887 S 81
A dense, concentrated style, with mocha and black licorice hints upp e,l ATCENS c?mpdex and qrmnr:routs, LA  B
rounding out the core currant, plum and black cherry flavors. =HEV P, SLI O, CoOt A MTEIRNoL s
ROUND POND ESTATE Cabernet Sauvignon Rutherford 2007 94 $50 ]th(tiLE d ICatbernetltShauvlgno;'l C;lifornla;pg? oF heeh ST il
Chewy and robust, with rich, focused flavors of blackberry, currant, nln?n ral nlg lenbse. w f 3 cror;eho tcf a;y 0% n;? ctl:rra L
cedar, herb and mineral, gaining depth and persistence. RIE 9Na totacto vavors St are Sewy ant lustic
BEAULIEU VINEYARD Tapestry Reserve Napa Valley 2007 93 $50 ;(hl.mnEt EST‘?jTEh.c;:"’ﬂ’““ Saf"(‘j".gg‘a" s°"°(';‘.a;:"°.' 2907 ' 87510
Structured and intense, with notes of spice, dried currant, blackberry, gaﬁ_s ere_lre Zx : dl 5 avt:s SHEEELIONET, SEEE DRy IR
mocha, cedar and licorice. Cabernet Sauvignon blend. AMICLCIRCOTY=IACEC, CRCAMY. 00X
RAMEY Claret Napa Valley 2007 93 $38 iEB&ST:’M‘HIh Ca:er:net Sauvlgtnon I?for?t:tma (Zot;nlt):ur 2&06 87 $18
Restrained, yet rich and flavorful, with a mix of cedar, currant, cigar ;u it dan ch_?wyhyountgs QUG CEUTAIN DIy,
box, tar and mineral. Cabernet Sauvignon blend. CECAN ANISC.ANC QIAPFEIe ChAACIEL.
DRY CREEK The Mariner Dry Creek Valley 2006 92 $40 ;:c:n?::ou c:";:;‘:; SeUVIgnOn Centias Coast S $10
Sleek and focused, with layers of ripe plum, black cherry, currant, Cel e ! "eya; ds i . : "
black licorice, mineral and spice. Cabernet Sauvignon blend. 13, [STRCITY. QNS CHEC SINIANLSRIMes ML Of i REATC,
HONIG Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2007 92 $40 ]ITI:NE &4 tﬁab:";:t Saluvibgnon L.ake (IZount;ItZOOZ t 5 310
Marked by herb, dill, cedar, sage and dried currant flavors, this well- il i ey st tilllar el g Ay chliios
structured red is both supple and tight at points. MCMANIS Cabernet Sauvignon California 2008 85 $N
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Appealing grapey wild berry, plum and spice notes are complex.




