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CABERNET SAUVIGNON

America’s thirst for cabermet has remained remarkably consistent, while
the demand for most other varieties has waxed and waned in the pasi
two decades. This vear cabernet sccounted tor 13,8 percent of the most
popular restaurant winges, l.'u1|1.|1.|.ll.'1.| 1o 1.0 percent last vear, an ero
ston likely due o a surge in imported wines in the poll responses. But
anecdotally, wine buyers at numerous restaurants reported that the
demund for cabernet remained strong

The most popular cabernet this vear was Jordan from Alexander
Vallev, a brand thar regularly lands in the wp spot, followed closely by
Cavmus, which shot to the top of the cabernet list last year as diners
gravitated o that wine's rich, ample style.

For Bordeaus affordable enough to sell in any volume, wing buyers
told us they found more success this year with merlot- and frane-dom
inant Right Bank wines, though Raj Vaidya at Damiel in NYC listed the
1947 Porensac from the Médoc {around 40 percent cabernet ) as his big
gt new success: “1t's not a grand chiteau, not a complex wine, butit's
priced in a sweet spot. We picked up a ton of cases and blew through it.”

Many wine buyers reported that the marker for high-end California
caberner remains strong. At Brekley's in Phoenix, one of Rob Sargent’s
top ten wines was the 2012 Odette, a new single-vineyard project in

MOST POPULAR CABERNET SAUVIGNONS

Stags Leap—he sold borde after bowde ar 3200 Ambutiously priced
cabernets also moved by the glass, many sommeliers sa1d. When Tonya
Pires of San Franciseo's One Marker served the B9 Cavmus Special
Selection mt $75 4 Hl.i“, the bottle didn’t last a week

fo a large extent, however, sommeliers report that high-octane
cabernets are on the wane, "We try 10 have those iconic names on
the higher end: Dunn, Araujo, producers that are making benchmark
styles of wine. We're not offering thar [overexiracted | style amymaore,”
says Haley Guild Moore of Timn Hall in San Francisco, And Raphael
Ginsburg of At Fiort in New York sold plenty of the 2002 Frog Leap
Rutherford Cabernet: “It's more herbaceous and restrained, and |
was concerned it wouldn't have broad appeal, but 1 underestimared
people’s palates; they don't always need the richest thing ”

Given cabernet’s strong performance at so many restaurants, why
did it have a somewhar weaker showing in this yeuar’s poll: Ben Teig of
Redbird in Los Angeles offers a generational explanation: “The ‘millen-
nial” kids, they're coming in and asking, ‘Do you have wine from Jura?
Do you have griiner? Do you have any nebbiolo that 1 can afford®” They
don't want to drink caberne, especially from the New World. And def
nitely not Napa, because that's what their parents drink ™

Rank Brand Bottling g, Price
1 Jordan Vineyards Nexanas: Valiey S14 J. Lohr Pas Rotwes Seven Ok 53
2 ca]n;ms. Vineyards Natpua Valey 5159 21 Pied a Terre o Wiy ’.»5:1
5 or ok e ctars 425550 B eaen s B
4 Justin :ﬁmm i 24 Cakebread Cellars e, s
5 Louis Martini Winery mmﬂm;w “% _15 Chateau Elm_ﬂlchdlu Colurneny ‘mq_uum ek _S-l?
6 Ladera Vineyards Nag Valley §72 26 Educated Guess Naga Valiey s
7 Stag's Leap Wine Cellars ﬁﬁnﬂﬁm 551‘;; 27 Round Pond o k<
8 Columbla Cres Cora vy G s 0 28 Chappeliet et s
9 Faust  mgi R s12 20 Chateau Montelena v b ke =
10 Heitz Wine Cellars Naga Vailey sios Robert Sinskey Vineyards Cameis —— @
11 Franciscan Estate Napw Vadey $62 = Smith & Hook Cestral Count 57
Tz:.;n - ﬂ& s% 32 Mull;durhlhy\‘rd_s. Ripxanger Vadey - 544
13 Stags’ Leap Winery m:‘:’wﬂhw o . Chiarello Family Vineyards Nasa Valey Bantsio %
: Fr_un's Leap Winery _m_mmm g‘;}?, Corison Mapa Valiey k)
15 Darioush N Vly. w3 Nickel & Nickel ﬂﬁfﬁﬁmww 3 E’E‘S
16 Duckhorn Vineyards Nag Vadey 5129 36 Amapola Creek Sonoma Vadey a8
17 Honig oy 84 Newton Vineyard Sonoma Counly Red Label 8
Fblm_ R Hapa Valey R _S;E 37 Siml Winery Seno Ciinty R 56
Frank Family Naga Ve 5101 1D Wines Napa Vil 508
N Hess Collection Cabdornis Hess Sekect 39 40 Fisher Vineyards Haga Vadey Uiy 8
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